
SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 

HOUSE RULES OF PROCEDURE 

77TH LEGISLATURE - 2001

Rule 1--Duties and Rights of the Speaker 

No changes. 

Rule 2--Employees 

No changes. 

Rule 3--Standing Committees 

I. The jurisdictions of the standing committees have been updated to reflect the abolition,

creation, and name changes of state agencies by the legislature. A summary of those changes
follows:

Section 12. ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION -- The committee's jurisdiction has been 

updated to reflect the abolition of the Texas Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Authority 

and the creation of the board of the Texas Environmental Education Partnership Fund. 

Section 27. PUBLIC HEALTH --The committee's jurisdiction has been updated to reflect the 

abolition of the Texas Hospital Equipment Financing Council. 

Section 28. PUBLIC SAFETY -- The committee's jurisdiction has been updated to reflect the 

change in name of the Texas Board of Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies to 
the Texas Commission on Private Security and the change in name of the Advisory 

Commission on State Emergency Communications to the Commission on State Emergency 

Communications. 

Section 31. ST ATE AFFAIRS -- The committee's jurisdiction has been updated to reflect the 

abolition of the State Conservatorship Board. 

2. Specific jurisdiction over problems and issues particularly affecting rural areas of the state has
been added to the jurisdiction of the Land and Resource Management Committee.
(Rule 3, Section 21--page 30)

3. The membership of the Redistricting Committee has been increased from 11 to 15 members.

(Rule 3, Section 29--page 36 )

Rule 4--0rganization, Powers, and Duties of Committees 

4. Language has been added to give the chair of a committee the authority to summon the
governing board or other representatives of a state agency to testify before the committee

without issuing a subpoena. This has been done to provide state agencies the notice necessary
to post a meeting of their own agency in the event that a quorum of the governing body of that
agency is asked to testify at a house committee hearing.

(Rule 4, Section 21(b)--page 55)

Rule 5--Floor Procedure 

No changes. 
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